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he pioneers of our United Methodist faith tradition  
 

 
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning. 
Tear your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious, merciful, and compassionate, 
very patient, full of faithful love, and ready to forgive.  

Joel 2:12-13 CEB 
 

Lent is the season of preparation and begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and continues 
for 40 days (46 if you count the Sundays, which we do not, but that’s a story for a different 
time!). Traditionally the season of Lent has been observed by renewing our spiritual life by 
returning to some of the spiritual practices used by Christians across the centuries. Frequently 
it has been observed with fasting which has seemingly fallen out of favor yet has been a spiritual 
practice since before Jesus was born. 
 
Fasting may be less common than in the past, and fewer and fewer people understand the 
reasons for a fast. In our day and age it seems to be only done to encourage weight loss or the 
breaking of bad habits. Those may be good goals, but they were not the spiritual reason for 
fasting. As a spiritual discipline fasting is not primarily about denying oneself the pleasures of 
life or even about giving up a good tasting, but less than healthy items (think chocolate). The 
primary purpose of a spiritually based fast is to free up time to draw close to God.  
 
Think about the time you would save by not preparing, eating, or cleaning up after just one 
meal. Now imagine using that time to sit in quite prayer with God or imagine spending the newly 
found time in studying the Scriptures. How would things change if you used the time to serve 
your neighbors in need? Suppose you used the money not spent on the meal to support a 
ministry done in the name of Jesus Christ – what might happen? 
 
This Lenten season I challenge you to find time to engage in a spiritual practice that will draw 
you closer to God. You might find the time by giving up a bit of computer time, TV time, or 
maybe by fasting from one meal a week. Use the time to develop a spiritual discipline that will 
help you come closer to God. Together, let’s use the Lenten season to deepen our friendship 
with God. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
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Worship Themes for February 2021 at Palmyra First Church

During the month of February, we transition from the Season after the Epiphany to the 
preparatory Season of Lent. Our seasonal color for Lent will be purple, the color of royalty.   
 

Our themes for the month are as follows: 
  

February 7th: This will be a good news Sunday! We will read how we are to sing praises to our 
God and what benefits the Lord brings us. We will also read how we need to share the good 
news with everyone while at the same time recognizing that not all will listen and believe. Our 
scriptures will be taken from Psalm 147:1-11, 20c and 1 Corinthians 9:16-23. We will also 
remember what Jesus did for us as we celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
 
February 14th: Both Valentine’s Day and Transfiguration Sunday fall on this day. The 
transfiguration of Christ occurred when Jesus took Peter, James, and John up a mountain and 
was visited by two Old Testament characters: Moses and Elijah. These two, representing both 
the law and the prophets, bring us an important message. The message is reinforced in the form 
of a voice speaking to disciples giving specific instructions. Our texts will be Deuteronomy 34:1-
7, 2 Kings 2:1-12, and Mark 9:2-9. 
 
February 17th is Ash Wednesday, and we will offer a special service in recognition of the 
beginning of the Lenten Season. Normally we mark Ash Wednesday with imposition of ashes as 
we reflect on our own mortality, but this year will be different due to the continuing need for 
social distancing. The service will focus on the promise of eternal life despite the mortal natures 
of our physical bodies. The primary texts for the day will be Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 and Matthew 6:1-
6, 16-21 which call us to return to God, renew our spiritual practices, and store up treasure in 
Heaven. 
 
February 21st is the first Sunday in Lent and we will emphasize the urgency with which we need 
to return to God’s way lest we be lost for eternity. Our warnings will come from both the Old 
Testament as we read Genesis 9:8-17, and the New Testament where we will read from Mark 
1:9-15. The passage from Mark should sound somewhat familiar as we used much of it in 
January. This time our emphasis will not be so much on the baptism of the Lord, but rather on 
our urgent need for repentance. 
 
February 28th: God’s ways do not always seem logical and this will become clear as we read 
from both Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, and Mark 8:31-38. The stories are of birth and death. Each 
story has significance for humanity and our relationship with God. 
 
March 7th: We usually think about Jesus as an even-tempered guy who is cool under even the 
most trying of circumstances. On this third Sunday in Lent we will be reading about a different 
side of Jesus: the angry Jesus. What makes him angry will be the point of our message. Our 
primary text will be John 2:13-22. 
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       Vision for 2020 and Beyond 
 

  
Our Vision team met in January to discuss the results of our Christmas ideas. We found we had 
mixed results. On the bright side we received some positive feedback on the 90 invitational bags 
we distributed throughout the neighborhood. Each bag contained a candle with drip guard for 
use during the Christmas Eve service, along with a bulletin, a bag of the coffee we use at 
Awakenings, and a letter of invitation to participate in our online service. As a result, we are 
planning to again distribute a bag for the celebrations of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter. 
Each will contain bulletins for all the services along with a palm frond, coffee, and maybe 
another item or two. We will distribute the bags on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. If you 
would like to help distribute the bags let Vickie in the church office know of your availability. 
 
The gift wrap service ran into several major stumbling blocks including adverse weather and the 
governor’s restaurant shutdown orders. We will be reevaluating the idea as we approach 
Christmas 2021.  
 
Our Awakenings Coffee Shop has reopened and is again attracting folks from the community. 
Awakenings is building a sense of community among the attendees and bringing new people 
into the sanctuary for worship. We will again actively promote the coffee shop once the COVID-
19 fears have subsided.  
 
Publicity has been released for our therapy group for those who are having difficulties because 
of the isolation resulting from the COVID-19 related shutdowns and other life issues. Our 
facilitator, psychologist Linda Meashey, will meet with individuals to assess individual needs 
and the appropriateness of the group for those desiring to attend. For more information about 
the plans feel free to email Linda Meashey at lmeashey@palmyrafirst.org.  
 
Our series of community seminars covering a variety of topics should begin in February. Topics 
will include things like why you need a medical advance directive and a medical power of 
attorney. These workshops will be practical, and you will be able to take home some of the 
paperwork to get you started on all the documents you need to be ready for any occasion. If 
you have a topic or speaker you would like to suggest, please contact Pastor Jim via email at 
pastorjim@palmyrafirst.org or at the church office number 717-838-2551. 
 
We are in contact with a pharmacy with plans to use First Church as COVID-19 vaccination site. 
This is a very fluid situation and is subject to change. Watch your email and bulletins for further 
information.  
  
Thanks to all of you who spread the word about Palmyra First Church. Your witness is vitally 
important as we fulfill our mission of “Serving Christ, Changing Lives.”  
 
  

 

mailto:lmeashey@palmyrafirst.org
mailto:pastorjim@palmyrafirst.org
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Confirmation Classes 
  
Our on-line confirmation class, which includes 3 churches: Palmyra First, Emmanuel in 
Allentown, and Quakertown Church in Quakertown, continues to meet on Thursdays at 4:00 
PM via Zoom. The youth are a very talkative group who are learning about the nature of God.  
In a very strange year, confirmation offers a bit of normalcy for the youth. 
  

  
The Blessed Misfits 

 
The Blessed Misfits, our Wednesday evening study group, is currently studying the book of 
Exodus and the journey of the ancient Israelites from slavery in Egypt to a nation that settled in 
the land we now call Israel. This book is not only foundational to Jewish identity but also to 
Christian identity. We are  examing the message of the book for us as Christians in 2021.  
 
Our next study will be based on John K. Smith’s book “Rublev’s Trinity - An Ancient Painting, An 
Awesome God and You” The book uses a 600-year-old painting by Andrei Rublev to explain the 
triune nature of God. Rev. Smith is a personal friend of Bill and Donna Hassenfritz and has 
agreed to join us for a session or two of the study. Depending on the timing, his visit may be via 
Zoom or live and in person. 
   
The group is always open to new members and is currently meeting via Zoom. To join the group 
contact Pastor Jim at pastorjim@palmyrafirst.org and he will send you the link to the meetings.  
 

Responding to Needs 
 
Traditionally First Church has been very responsive to the needs of members and friends who 
are facing financial difficulties. When a need becomes known, word tends to spread and soon 
money mysteriously appears to assist the family, or the individuals. Unfortunately, sometimes 
the need is immediate,  leaving us to scramble for help. In response, the Administrative Council 
has approved establishing a designated fund for such emergencies called First Church 
Emergency  Relief Fund. This fund was brought about by the congreagation, not by the Vision 
team.  
 
Offerings to the fund will be accounted for separately and used when a need is brought to the 
attention of church leadership. Grants will be considered where an issue can be resolved by an 
infusion of cash.  The fund is designed to help in emergencies and is not a source of ongoing 
support. 
 
When payments are approved, they will generally be made directly to vendors and creditors 
rather than to the individual or family being helped.  Contributions to the fund should be 
marked “First Church Emergency Relief Fund.”  

mailto:pastorjim@palmyrafirst.org
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                                                  Faith Acts United Methodist Women 

 
Our UMW most recently met via Zoom on January 11th.  Most of our time together was spent 
planning a delivery of treats and encouragement for our church health care workers and their 
co-workers. In future months, we hope to find ways to encourage others to help the frontline   
workers. We had a report from Treasurer Gwen Pavasco that in 2020 our UMW sent $865 to 
the United Methodist Women Pledge to Mission, in addition to the $1100 we donated for 
United Methodist Women regional, national, and international projects. Most of UMW’s past 
income has been based on Election Day bake sales. Currently we are exploring possible 
fundraising alternatives, compatible with COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
Our next Zoom meeting is scheduled for Feb. 1st at 7:00 PM. 
 

 
TEA (Through Eyes of Another) book group 

 
Our February book is My Dear Hamilton by Laura Kaye and Stephanie Dray.  Our Zoom 
discussion is Feb. 22nd at 7:00 PM. Karen Douds is our discussion leader. 

 
Knit Crochet and Pray 

 
Though we have not met in person during the COVID pandemic, our participants continue to 
create items to be given away. In addition to prayer shawls and scarves as requested for 
friends and family members, we make hats, mittens, and scarves for all ages, as well as baby 
blankets and booties. These are donated to Lebanon Family Health Services (LFHS). If you 
Crochet or Knit and wish to contribute these types of handmade items, you may drop them 
off at the church office. Periodically they are delivered to LFHS. Some of us continue to make 
Peace Pal dolls in hopes that it won’t be too long until missionaries again will be traveling to 
other parts of the world to deliver these cuties to needy kids. 
 

Blessed Thanks 
 

It was a baby shower (for Jesus), so we were expecting a blessed delivery and WOW was 
there a delivery!!!!  Giant thanks to everyone who brought baby items to the drive by baby 
shower.  We collected 499 items (AMAZING!!!!) that were gratefully received by Lebanon 
Family Health Services.  Hope you enjoyed the doughnuts and making your angel! 
 
 
Dear United Methodist Women, 
 

    Thank you for the gifts that you generously gave to me for being a Health Care Worker 
(RN).  The African Violet is beautiful, the homemade banana bread is delicious, and the vanilla 
hand cream smells wonderful.  It was quite a surprise.  Thank you for recognizing me for 
carrying out a job that I love. Especially during this pandemic, it is rewarding to be 
acknowledged and appreciated.  God Bless.     -- Carol Yingst 
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               February Discovery Dunes 
 
In February students will be learning from the Bible using the theme Gospels - Jesus Teaches 
and Heals. 
 

February    7           Healing on the Sabbath 
 

February   14          Beatitudes 
 

February    21         Birds in the Sky 
 

February     28        Peter’s Mother-in -Law Healed     
 

 
Crafts – Snowflakes, Hearts, Snowmen, Snacks, Games 
 
During this COVID-19 time we have been preparing monthly Sunday School packets for those 
who are not able to or who do not feel comfortable attending in person.  But at the same time 
Discovery Dunes staff are here at the church each Sunday, eager and prepared to safely provide 
for those who do want to attend Sunday School.   FYI - We understand quarantines and being 
cautious and agree with the need for them, but at the same time we miss seeing the children!  
Please give them a GREAT BIG LOVING HI!  from the Discovery Dunes Staff. 
 

 
 

NOAH’S LITTLE ARK PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
 

Noah’s is currently accepting registration for the 2021-2022 school year.  We 
opened enrollment to the public on January 26, 2021. In addition to our regular 
programming, we have added an Extended day Kindergarten option, Lunch Bunch 
Boost, and new afternoon options.  We continue to practice safe protocols and 

are optimistic about what the future holds.  Please pray for our staff, students, and families.   
  
 

 
Here are a few 
photos from 
Noah’s Little Ark 
Preschool and 
their activities. 
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                          Easter Dedications 
 

This year we will have two Easter dedications available: Flowers or Donations. 
 
Easter Flower Dedication 
We are offering Hyacinths, 6.5” Pot Combo (3 bulbs, Pink/ White/ Blue) at $7.00 each, and 
Tulips, 6.5” Pot Combo (5-6 bulbs, 3 colors) at $7.00 each.  The flowers will be displayed in the 
church until after the Easter service, at which time you may pick them up. Deadlines for flower 
orders will be on February 22nd and there will be no extensions for orders, due to COVID 
conditions and availability. The order form is below, or you may pick one up at the help desk or 
in the office.  
  
A Church Donation Dedication 
You may also make a dedication to the church in the form of a monetary donation, which may 
be “in honor of” or “in loving memory of” someone. The form is on page 8, or you may find the 
Church dedication sheets at the help desk as well.  
 

Easter Flowers – 2021 Reservations 
 

Please use the space below to reserve your flowers for our Easter services.  Please be sure to print or 
write clearly and use the exact wording you wish to appear in the bulletin.   
 
___   Hyacinths 6.5” Pot Combo (3 bulbs, Pink/ White/ Blue)   $7.00 each 
 
___   Tulip 6.5” Pot Combo (5-6 bulbs, 3 colors)     $7.00 each 
  
 

 
“In loving memory of”            
 
             
 
“In honor of”             
 
             
 
“Placed by”             
 
Amount paid $        
 
 
Please use the exact amount when making payment.  Checks should be payable to First United 
Methodist Church, marked “Easter Flowers.”  Reservation Deadline:  February 22, 2021 
If mailing your flower order form, please keep in mind the deadline date and the current mail 
delivery service with COVID. We are on a very limited order time for Easter flowers. Thank you for 
your order.  
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2021 - Church Donation Dedication 
 

Please use the space below for your Church donation dedication for the Easter services.  Please 
be sure to print or write clearly and use the exact wording you wish to appear in the bulletin.   
 
 

“In loving memory of”            
 
             
 
“In honor of”             
 
             
 
“Donated by”             
 
Amount paid $        
 

Please use the exact amount when making payment.  Checks should be payable to First United Methodist 
Church, marked “Church Dedication.”       Deadline: Monday, March 22, 2021 
 

Church donations will also be accepted after Monday, March 22. The dedications will not be included in the 
Dedication pamphlet after March 22, due to the Easter Dedication pamphlet cutoff date.  
 

AMAZON SMILE 
 

Want to shop and support First Church at the same time? 
You can, through AmazonSmile. 
Like many consumers, my wife and I use Amazon to shop. Last year, 
while on the Amazon web site, we remembered hearing about 
AmazonSmile from a member of our congregation and decided to check it out. 

What we discovered was a simple way for us to support our church as our favorite charitable 
organization with AmazonSmile donating 0.5% of our eligible purchases to the church every 
time we shop.  We found AmazonSmile to have the exact same prices, selection, and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com.  If you want to get started with AmazonSmile and support 
First Church, visit their website at http://www.amazonsmile.com/.  Last year, First Church was 
blessed to receive $107 from AmazonSmile.   
 
Phil DeIvernois,  
Council Chair 
 

 

Church Directory Updates 
 
Reaching out to all our members with a reminder it is that time of year when we 
are all reorganizing, updating, and cleaning out to start the new year. 
 
If you have any changes to your information, updates, or requests you may email 
them to Vickie at admin@palmyrafirst.org.  

http://www.amazonsmile.com/
mailto:admin@palmyrafirst.org
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