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For well over a year, we have suffered through the Covid-19 pandemic. We have 
been isolated, denied the opportunity to be together, to sing the great songs, and 
hymns of the church without masks, to serve communion in the normal way, to 
share in coffee fellowship after worship, or even enjoy a picnic.  

We have been isolated from family and friends. We missed graduations, 
weddings, funerals, vacation trips, and the big Thanksgiving family feed fest. 
People have been working from home, kids learning remotely, and college 
lectures are online. Even the World War II roundtable has been reduced to Zoom! 

 

Can any good thing come out of a pandemic? 
Yes, indeed it can. As the pandemic started many individuals and groups – including our UMW, 

the Blessed Misfits, and others – banded together to offer meals and other treats to neighbors in need. 
As Christians, we looked around and saw needs being unmet and we, as a church and you as individuals, 
stepped up and offered to help each other. This has been a true blessing. 

At First Church individuals stepped forward to allow our worship services to be live-streamed to 
the world, others helped facilitate our entry into cyberspace, and Zoom became the reality for meetings 
and study. We learned how to offer communion across the miles, and we began to minister to people we 
have never met personally. COVID-19 nudged us into working with fellow United Methodists to jointly 
hold services. 

Now that the restrictions are easing, will we fall back into old habits, or will we continue with this 
newfound sense of cooperation? Will we return to an old normal and stop all the helpful little extras we 
have learned to do, or will we make this new level of cooperation a part of our “new normal”? 

Romans 8:28 says, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose,” and this pandemic has real potential to allow us to be a part of making 
all things work together for those who love the Lord. 

Do not let this opportunity go to waste. We have learned to connect with people in new ways. We 
know we can have meetings at a distance. (Imagine how helpful that will be in the event of an ice storm!) 
We know we can participate in worship while on vacation. We can share a live stream with our unwillingly 
absent members and friends. 

But don’t stop there, as things open back up for face-to-face opportunities; let’s make hospitality 
the hallmark of First Church. Recommit to taking time to visit, call, and/or send a card or letter to a member 
you haven’t seen recently. Consider becoming a part of the “Extending the Table” Communion ministry. 
Invite others to share in a meal. Make an extra home-cooked meal and share it with a neighbor or loved 
one. You will be blessed in your efforts! 

God did not cause the COVID-19 crisis, but God can and will use it for good. Do you choose to be 
a part of this new and good thing, or do you let this opportunity pass by? Be blessed to be a blessing! 
Choose the good! 
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Worship Themes for the Month of June at Palmyra First Church 
  
On the secular calendar, June is a time of transitions, transition from school to summer 
vacations, from pandemic lockdowns to the freedom to gather in crowds. On the Christian 
calendar, it is either “Ordinary Time,” the season after Pentecost, or, in the Methodist tradition, 
the season of Kingdomtide. The season is the longest lasting from Trinity Sunday (May 30th this 
year) to Christ the King Sunday, which is the last Sunday before Advent. The seasonal color is 
green. 
 
For June we will focus on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Our worship themes will 
be as follows: 
  

June 6th: Most Christians would be horrified by the idea of rejecting God, yet that is exactly 
what our spiritual forebears did in both the Old and New Testaments as they rejected the plans 
laid by God. We will see how Israel rejected God’s plan in a reading from 1 Samuel 8:4-20 & 
11:14-15. We will also see how Jesus’ message was rejected by his own family in Mark 3:20-35. 
Have we, as humans, changed, or are we still rejecting both the message and God? The sermon 
title is “But, But, I Thought . . .’  
 

June 13th: Sometimes the Holy Spirit tries to lead us into places and situations we’d rather not 
be. How do we respond? With boldness or timidness? This week we will look at the dangerous 
situation the prophet Samuel found himself in as recorded in 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13. Our New 
Testament reading will come from Acts 4:23-31 where Peter and John, along with other friends, 
pray for the boldness they will need to do what they have been called to do. 
 

June 20th, Fathers’ Day: What gave David the courage to do what he did at Socoh? As a young 
lad, he took on the pride of the Philistine army and emerged victoriously. This story tells us 
much about trusting in God rather than on human protection. Are you ready to “not let your 
heart be troubled, … and … not be afraid?” The message will be titled “Do not be Afraid.” Our 
scriptures will be 1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-7, 19-23, 32-49, and John 14:25-29. 
 

June 27th: The promise made to the disciples still holds true! The Spirit will guide us if we are 
open to the moving of the Spirit. Sometimes the Spirit tells us to go forward as we felt led, but 
at other times the Spirit says, “No, that’s not God’s plan.”  Our message, “Open to the Spirit,” 
will be based on Acts 16:6-15 and John 16:12-15.  
 

July 4th, Independence Day: As we celebrate our national independence, we will turn our 
attention to the idea that the USA is a “Christian Nation.”  What does it mean and are we, the 
United States of America, a “Christian nation”? We will look at the issue from the eyes of the 
ancient Israelites as we read from 1 Samuel 8:1-22 and from Jesus’s perspective as we read John 
18:33-38. 
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Our Vision for the Future 

 The Vision Team has taken a bit of a break from meetings but will be meeting in June to plan 
our next steps.  
 

As previously announced Awakenings has expanded its reach by inviting community leaders for 
an informal meeting with the community. These guests are scheduled for Tuesday mornings. 
Our upcoming guest includes: 
 

June 1st Dave Dungan - Palmyra Fire Chief  
June 8th Chelsea Weibley - Director, Palmyra Library  
June 15th Dawn Blauch - Lebanon County Recorder of Deeds  
June 22nd Bill Ames - Lebanon County Commissioner  
June 29th Joan Sallada - Special Unit 66, Lebanon County Search and Rescue  
  

If there is a guest you would like to invite, or have us invite, let us know. Carl Garver has been 
keeping the guest list, so check with him to schedule your invitee. 
 

The Team will be working on plans to restart some of our Sunday morning activities such as 
adult Sunday School and fellowship activities like coffee time, now that the state and federal 
health authorities are lifting the restrictions. We also continue discussing opportunities to have 
a picnic with Bethany. Watch the bulletin and Sunday News for more information. 

Small-Group Studies 
 

The Blessed Misfits, our Wednesday evening study group, is always open to new members who 
would like to join. We are working on the book that gave the group its name:  “Blessed are the 
Misfits” by Brant Hansen. The book is written for everyone who has ever felt like you just didn’t 
fit into the “normal” folks at church. The book is easy to read but is packed with insight into 
how we are indeed acceptable to God despite what we may see as shortcomings. 
 

We will be picking a new book soon, so if there is one of interest to you, let the pastor know. 
 

If you would like to be a part of a small group, but the current topics or times do not work for 
you, consider creating a new group! The pastor will be happy to assist in getting the group 
started. 
 

  Home Visitations and Communions 
 

With things returning to normal, we want to remind everyone that the pastor is here to serve 
the needs of the members, friends, and community at large. If you feel comfortable with a home 
visit, Pastor Jim would be happy to make an appointment and stop by at a time convenient to 
you.  The visit might just be to catch up or it could be because there is something on your mind 
you want to discuss. The visit could include communion, anointing with oil, or even a house 
blessing. 
 

For your peace of mind, know that Pastor Jim has received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
To arrange a visit, call the church office and Vickie will arrange things for you. 
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Extending the Table 

 Remember a time before the pandemic and social distancing? Maybe you remember we had 
just begun the process of rolling out a program to “Extend the Table of Communion” to our 
unwillingly absent members and friends. Now, with so many folks having been vaccinated, we 
are resuming the program.  Those who Extend the Table take time on either the Sunday or 
Monday after we have served communion to take the communion elements to those who have 
been unable to attend.  
 

Each server is provided communion elements that were consecrated at the Sunday service 
along with a bulletin and a copy of a brief service. They then go to their assigned people (by 
appointment) and “Extend the Table” of communion with a visit and short service. 
 
To participate as either one who takes communion to others or one who received communion 
call the church office and the staff will make the necessary arrangements. 
 

The Seltzer Retreat Center is Open for Business 
 

Are you familiar with The Seltzer Retreat Center? It is a 6-acre property that was donated to 
Palmyra First Church almost 75 years ago by the Seltzer Family for use as a place of spiritual 
renewal. Since then, the church has held it as a sacred trust for the benefit of the faith 
community.  
 

The Center often hosts retreats for other churches and groups looking for a quiet place for 
meetings and retreats. The Palmyra First Church Vision Team has met there several times as 
they work to develop a plan to advance the ministry of the church. The confirmation class will 
be holding an overnight mid-week retreat in late June or early July at the Center. 
 

In addition to the 6 wooded acres, the Center includes a basketball court, sleeping 
accommodations in two large rooms equipped with 15 bunk beds each, two separate shower 
facilities, a large open room on the upper level, and a full kitchen. 
 

In the past, the facility has been used for weddings, family reunions, and other family functions. 
Next time you need a gathering place, consider using Seltzer. Rental arrangements are made 
with Vickie in the Palmyra First Church office. 
 

You can support this ministry in a variety of ways: 
1. Recommend the Center to family, friends, and the boss – anyone who might need a 

retreat center! 
2. Consider using the Center for your small group or family gathering. 
3. Volunteer to open the facility and lock up after a group has used the Center. 
4. Help clean the building. 
5. Volunteer to be a part of the groundskeeping crew. 
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Personnel Changes at Palmyra First Church 
 

As previously announced Jason Armold is concluding his season of ministry with First Church at 
the end of June. He will be devoting his time to his appointment at Rocherty United Methodist 
Church as well as pursuing his passion for teaching. 
 
Angela Armold, Jason’s wife, has decided she wants to be able to worship with him where he is 
appointed and has announced her resignation effective at the end of May; however, she will be 
available to fill in on a week-to-week basis as we continue to search for a musician for the 10:30 
AM service. If you know of an organist who would like the opportunity to help lead worship at 
First Church have them contact either Pastor Jim, Staff Parish Chair Terri Kestner, or the church 
office.  
 
 

United Methodist Women’s Group 
 
T.E.A. (THROUGH EYES OF ANOTHER) BOOK GROUP  
Our book for discussion in June is The Princess Spy: The True Story of World War II Spy Aline 
Griffith, Countess of Romanones, by Larry Loftis. Chris Horn will be our leader. We are taking a 
break from book discussions in July and August and will pick up again in September 
when we discuss The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. Jane Zimmerman 
will lead that discussion. If you would like to be a part of T.E.A, email Amy Dellinger 
for more information: amyd@brwnstone.com  
 
KNIT CROCHET AND PRAY 
Anyone who knits or crochets is welcome to join in our summer project: making dishcloths. 
We’ll give these away in October, with a reminder for women to get a mammogram, in honor 
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Those making the dishcloths for this project may use any 
pattern. Including a bit of pink yarn in the dishcloth would be nice, since it is the symbolic color 
of Breast Cancer Awareness. But all donated dishcloths, regardless of color, will be happily 
accepted. We hope to meet in person in September to attach tags and arrange for the 
distribution of the dishcloths to friends and relatives in October. Contact Karen Douds for more 
information about Knit, Crochet, Pray, and/or this summer project: douds2@comcast.net  
 
FAITH ACTS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
Faith Acts UMW placed bedding plants at the front of the church on Mother’s Day in honor of 
all mothers. The following day, some of our members planted those flowers in the patio garden 
beside the church. We have a list of volunteer waterers and weeders to look after the garden 
throughout the summer. If you would like to sign up to water one week in August or September, 
please email Sally Smedley (slsmedley622@gmail.com) and indicate what week you would like 
to help. Saturday, August 7th, First Church UMW will host the women of West District UMW for 
a District Summer Ingathering event. We’ll begin in the church shelter (weather permitting) at 
11 AM with devotions and lunch. Following lunch, a speaker from Lebanon County Christian 
Ministries will update us on ministries in place at LCCM. 
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UMW has bins in the narthex and office during June and July for 
donations of LCCM Items. Starting next week, the list will be posted with 
each bin. Here is the current LCCM wish list: 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discovery Dunes 
 
 

May was a busy month.   We added to our Spring Banner 
each week, including trees, flowers, bugs, and animals.   

During the week of Pentecost, students made red, 
yellow, orange, and blue worship ribbons attached to 
dowel rod sticks. 

Early Christians built the church community by helping one another and sharing Jesus’ 
commandments. The students built a church.  

They learned the church is one body with many parts.  Each part can share a different talent or 
gift to help build the church.  

We learned what each student’s talent is and what they can do to help the church. They learned 
to share with others to help meet their needs.  

When building the church, the church leaders chose seven men to help solve different problems 
in the church.  The children built a church that is on display in the Narthex along with the Spring 
Banner and their Worship ribbons.  

Our service project for May was making cards for the unwillingly absent members of our church.   

 

 
 
 

+ 

 

 

Sneakers - men's, women's, boy’s, and girl's - all 
sizes  
Men's boxers - size small, medium, and large  
Bras - size 32, 34, 36 and 38 
Infant socks  
(Currently, we have an overwhelming number of 
men's and women's socks)  
Girls' panties - size 2 
Girls' pants - size 4  
Boys' and girls' summer pajamas  
Boys' summer shirts - size 5 and larger 
 

Women's sweatpants - size small, large, xl, 2x and 3x 
Women's sweatshirts - size 2x and 3x 
Women's pajamas - size 2x and 3x  
Men's sweatpants and sweatshirts- size 2x and 3x  
Men's t-shirts - size 2x and 3x  
Blankets - size full, queen and king  
(Currently, we have a very large supply of throws) 
LCCM has asked UMW to collect school supplies for 
August. 
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Knowledge Feast Educational Series  
 
The Knowledge Feast seminars are held at the Palmyra First church, 520 E. Birch St. in 
Palmyra, from 3:00 pm-4:30 pm.  The remaining Seminar classes are scheduled as follows: 
 
 

09/19/21 – Long Term Care Insurance: The pros vs. cons 
10/17/21 – Nutrition as you Age 
11/21/21 – Beating the Holiday Blues 
 
 

In-person seating will be determined for the safety of all participants and presenters. Virtual 
attendance will be an option via Facebook Live and online at www.palmyrafirst.org.  
 

Please RSVP for in-person or virtual attendance at https://palmyrafirst.org/knowledge-feast-
seminars/ or by calling 717-838-2551. 
  

Contact: Pastor Jim Anderman, Palmyra First United Methodist Church 
 

Registration forms will be available starting in our August newsletter for the September, 
October, and November classes for anyone who has not registered.  

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Mask Regulation Update  

 
In consideration of recent announcements regarding mask-wearing from the CDC and the 
Pennsylvania Health Department, we are making changes to be consistent with their 
guidelines.  
  

Effective immediately, for those who have been fully vaccinated, face masks will not be 
required to be worn during church services, but social distancing requirements will remain.  
  

Currently, our in-church attendance is well below the established occupancy percentage 
mandating mask-wearing. Should that change, our church will follow the established health 
department guidelines. 
 
We will continue our sanitizing of the sanctuary between services and after the Tuesday and 
Thursday Awakenings program. Noah's Little Ark will continue its classroom sanitizing 
procedures. 
 
 

Should the CDC or Pennsylvania Health Department change their guidelines, our church will 
follow their guidelines.  
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Saturday, June 12th 
Central PA Blood Bank Drive    

from 8 AM—4 PM 
 Palmyra First Fellowship Hall. 

  
 
 
 

Your donation to the American 
Association of Blood Banks will 

support the lifesaving mission of 
our local hospitals and their 

patients in need. 
 

 
The Caring Cupboard 
      Golf Outing 

 Fri July 9, 2021 
 

 
 

The golf outing will be held at the 
Fairview Golf Course at 2399 Quentin 

Rd., Lebanon, PA. Golfers will get a great 
day on the links, dinner, and a chance at 

prizes. The cost is $100.00 per person. 

Registration begins at noon and golf 
starts at 1:30 pm. Buy your tickets at 

www.caringcupboard.org/events  

 

                                        Outdoor Vendor 
                                           and Craft Show 

                                             Saturday, June 19th 
                                              9 AM—2 PM 

 

Please email Paula Brandt for fees, 
registration forms, and vendor  
show information at 
 dpbrandt91@gmail.com  

 
 

Palmyra Public Library Book Sale 
 Starting July 10, 2021 

 
 

 

Palmyra Public Library will be holding their Book sale at the 
Palmyra First United Methodist Church in the Fellowship 
Hall. See dates and times below. 
 
7/10/2020 - 7 am-1 pm   
7/12/2020 - 9:30 am-8 pm     
7/13/2020 - 9:30 am-8 pm 
7/14/2020 - 9:30 am-8 pm   
  
 

Volunteer Invitation 
 

We are looking for Indoor and Outdoor greeters to start the 3rd week of June. If you would be interested in 
helping as a greeter, please send your email for Indoor greeters to Joanne Beard at beard1625@gmail.com 
and Outdoor greeters may email Amy Dellinger at amyd@brwnstone.com.  
 
If you would like to be a part of the 9:00 am/10:30 am Liturgist team, please email Vickie at 
admin@palmyrafirst.org.   
 
 

SHOW 


